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Mr. de la BOURDONNAIS. 


SIR. 


HAT EVER the Difficulty 
may be to give a full and cir- 
cumſtantial Account of the Con- 
duct of Mr. de la Bourdonnais, I ſhall 
make none to comply with your Requeſt, 
to the utmoſt of my Power. 


A 2 Twelve 


Twelve Vat = bi was ION Go- 
vernor of the Iflands. of France and Bour - 
bon, ſituated beyond the Cape -vf Good 
Hope, in the Neighbourhood of Mada- 
gaſcar, by the French Eaſt-India Com- 
| pany ; and having expended a large Sum 
in Fortifications and 0 Buildings, it ap- 
rs that his Employers were not over- 
fatisfied with bis Adminiſtration, But, 
however this may be, on his Return to 
France, in the Year 1740, he either juſti- 
fied himſelf ſo well, or was fo well ſup- 
ported, that, the next Year, he was not 
only continued in his Government, but 
honoured with the Command of a Squa- 
dron of eight Men of War; which were 
ſtation'd in thoſe Parts as a neceſſary Pre- 
caution for their Security, in Caſe a War 
ſhould break out; or if not, to be em- 
ployed againſt the Marattes : In Conſe- 
quence of theſe Orders, finding Mabe a 
ſmall Factory, on the Coaſt of Malabar, 
beſieged by the Natives, he attacked 'them, 
beat them, and obliged them to 1 of 
Peace : After which, returning to his Go- 
vernment, he there found other Orders to diſ- 
arm thoſe Ships, and ſend en back to 
France, which he obeyed. | 
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In the Year 1745, the War being de- 
clared between France and England, he 
was directed to fit out all the Veſſels which 
he could procure ; but not to act offen- 
ſively againſt the Engliſb, tho' they had 
actually ' commenc'd Hoſtilities, becauſe 
the French Company had then ſome Expec- 
tations of eſtabliſhing a Neutrality on the 
other Side the Cape: But this not obtain- 
ing, and Mr, Barnet taking all the French 
Ships which fell in his Way, Mr. de Ja 
Bourdonnats equipped five Ships in bis own 
Port, and was on the Point of failing, m 
order to protect the Trade, when he re- 
ceived Advice from France, that five other 
Ships were to be ſent him, together with 
Orders from the King, which had not 
been communicated to the Company, to 
make one Squadron of both, and fo to act 
with them in thoſe Seas, as ſhould be found 


moft agreeable to the Honour of the Na- 
tion. | 


Theſe Ships did not arrive 'till February, 
1746; and then almoſt deſtitute of Provi- 
ſions: Notwithſtanding which, and al! 
their other Wants, he made a Shift to con- 
vert nine Merchant-Ships into nine Men of 
War; having embark'd on board them 3400 


Men, 
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Men, ſet Sail the 25th of March with a 
Defign to come upon the Coaſt of Malabar 
in the Beginning of May, and to lie in wait F 
there for the Eng//þ Merchant-Ships from 1 
Surat, which were 13 in Number. But on 

the 5h of April, failing along the Coaſt of 
Madagaſcar, a ſudden Squall diſmaſted 

fix of his Veſſels, and diſperſed the reſt. 

This Misfortune obliged him to make for a 
the Bay of Antongile, and not only to con- | 
tinue - Be till he had re- aſſembled his Squa- 
dron, but till he had repaired the Damages 
they had ſuſtained; and what, with the 
continual Rains which fell during this whole 
Interval, and what, with the Backward- 
neſs of bis People to do their Duty, ſuch 
were the Difficulties he had to ſtruggle 
with, that it was upwards of ſix Weeks 
before he was able to put to Sea. 


Nor was this all: For on the 5th of 
July, being in Sight of Negapatam, he fell 
| in with Commodore Peyton, with a Squa- 
dron of fix Ships; who, having the Wea- 
| ther-Gage, bore down to attack him : 
| About four o'Clock in the Afternoon a 
| warm Engagement enſued, which laſted 
| two Hours and a half; when Night com- 


ing on, both Sides gave over firing, and lay | 
i ; ſeemingly with a Purpoſe of finiſhing 
the 


5 
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the Diſpute in the Morning : But, when 
the Morning came, though the Engliſh . 
had till the Advantage of the Wind, they 
did not think fit to make'the like Uſe of it 
a ſecond Time; and thus the whole Day 
was ſpent in waiting who ſhould begin firſt; 
and, under Favour of the next Night, as 
if by Conſent, they parted, 


By this Time Provifions began to grow 
ſcarce in Mr. de la Bourdonnats Squadron, 
and Numbers of his People were ill of the 
Scurvy ; for which Reaſons he made Sail 
for Pondichery, where he arrived the 1oth; 
and having recruited his Ships and refreſh'd 
his Men, on the 4th of Auguſt he again 
put to Sea in Queſt of Mr. Peyton, with a 
Purpoſe to renew the Conteſt which had 
been left undecided before. 


The Station he choſe was the Road of 
Negapatam ; and how prudently he made 
that Choice the Event made appear ; for 
being at Anchor there on the 18th, he dif- 
covered that Commander and his Squadron 
failing in for Intelligence: Immediately. 
upon which he gave the neceſſary Orders 
for an Engagement; but was again diſap- 
pointed: For Mr. Peyton, believing he had 


not fafficient Force to withſtand him, tack'd 


about, 
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about, and made all the Sail he could 55 3 


being followed by Mr. de la Bourdonnazs, 
who, having beld bim in Chace for two 


Days, and obliged him to quit t the Coaſt, re- 
turned to Pandichery, where, he was put 
ated on at we Point of Death. 


"That no Tims, 'hawenes . loſt 
by his Indiſpoſition, he ſent out his Squa- 
dron again to ctuize on the Coaſt of Ma- 
dras ; and, at their Return, they brought 
in two ſmall Veſſels from Bencolen, called 
the Sumatra and the. Brillant. OS 


| The next Enterprize of Mr. de la Bour- 
donnais, who was now upon the Reco- 
very, was to lay Siege to the Town of Ma- 
dras In order to which he ſet Sail from 
Pondichery on the 13th of Sept. with his 
own Squadron, and all the Succours that 
Mr. Dupleix, the Governor of that Place, 
could furniſh him with. On the 1 5th he 
made his firſt Deſcent within two Leagues 
of St. Thomas, and his ' ſecond, - the next 
Day, within a League of Madras. The 
Troops thus landed amounted to 1500 
Men; and the Reſidue, which amounted 
to 1800, be left on board his Ships to en- 


gage Mr. Peyton, in caſe he came up to 
the Relief of the Place, 


The 
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The 17th and 18th were employed in 
railing Mortar-Batteries, which began to 
play in the Night of the 18th ; and fo conti- 
nued to do all the 19th and 2oth, when 
the Place made an Offer to capitulate ; but 
the Terms not being accepted, the Fire was 
renewed more briſkly than before, and 
was ſo maintain'd all the reſt of that Day, 
and part of the 21ſt, with ſuch Effect, 
that the Place was ſurrendered to Mr. de 
la Baurdonnais about Noon, on Condition 
that it ſhould be ranſomed, but that the 
Sum ſhould be at Diſcretion ; which, how- 
ever, was ſoon ſettled between Mr. de /a 
Bourdonnais and the Council of Madras. 


Affairs continued in this State till the 
28th, when Mr. du Pleix, whoſe Or- 
ders from Court extended no farther than 
to ſecond Mr. de la Bourdonnais in whatſoe- 
ver he ſhould undertake, gave him to under- 
ſtand by Meſſage, That in Quality of 
Commander in chief of all the French 
Factories in the Indies, the Command at 
Madras, where the French Flag was now 
flying, belonged alſo to him. And the An- 
ſwer returned by Mr. de la Beourdon- 
nais was in Subſtance as follows, Your 
« Claim is either good or bad: If bad, you 

B © have 
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© have no Right to retard the Courſe of 
«© my Succels : If good, you are to blame for 
not having made me acquainted with 
* it ſooner ; for believing I had an incon- 
<« teſtable Authority over my own Con- 
% queſts, I have entered into ſuch En- 
gagements as my Honour will not ſuffer 
* me to depart from.“ | 


Mr. de la Bourdonnais had, moreover, 
yet other Conſiderations to warrant both 
what he had ſaid, and what he had done. 


Tis believed his Plan extended much far- 


ther than Madras; and he well knew, that 
if Mr. du Plex perſiſted in holding that 
Place, the Forces would be ſo weakened by 
leaving a ſufficient Garriſon therein, that it 
would be in vain to think of attempting to 
reduce any other ; which was fully verified 
by the Eveat. 


Mr. du Pleix, however, was fo little 
moved by any of theſe Conſiderations ; 
and, on the contrary, ſo tranſported at 
the Difficulty which Mr. de la Bourdonnais 
made to obey him, that he had Recourſe 
to all Manner of Extremities to force him 
into his Meaſures, at the Expence of the Ca- 


pitulation ; and of theſe one of the leaſt was, 


the Orders which he. gave to the Troops 
which 
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Mie he had furniſhed at Pondichery, 
and to others his Dependants, to obey Mr. 


de la Bourdonnais in nothing. 


To avoid, therefore, as as as poſ- 
ſible, the miſchievous Effects of this Pro- 


| ceeding, and at the ſame time to keep his 


Faith to the beſt of his Power, he cauſed 


ſuch Officers, and others of the Pondichery- 
Party, as were moſt likely to raiſe a 


Diſturbance in conſequence of theſe Orders, 


to be put under Arreſt; and the Soldiers of 


the ſame Party he ſent on board his Ships. 


But fo much Time was waſted in this 
Conteſt, that he found it impoſſible to 
evacuate Madras, according to his Promiſe, 


on the 1 1th of October; and what was ſtill 
worſe, on the 13th a Storm aroſe, which 


diſperſed his whole Squadron, deſtroyed 


'one of his beſt Ships and four Tranſports, 
and diſmaſted all the reſt. 


Thus it became impoſſible for him to 


perſue his original Plan: For, as on the 


one hand, ſo conſiderable a Part of his. 
Fleet had been diſabled by this Storm, ſo 


on the other, Mr. du Pleix took care that 
he ſhould draw no Benefit from the Re- 


mainder, which till lay at Pondichery, by 
B 2 refuſing 
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fuſing to accommodate them with ſuch 
Supplies as were abſolutely neceſſary to ena- 
- ble them to put to Sea. 2 


Under all theſe Difficulties and Misfor- 
tunes, however, Mr. de la Bourdonnais la- 


bour'd inceſſantly to keep his Faith with 


the Council of Madras; but then, it was 


in ſuch a Manner, as equally became his 
Obligations as a Man of Honour, and his 


Duty as a Subject: For eſteeming the Place 


to be under his Protection, he declared, 
That rather than violate his Parole, he 


would defend it himſelf : Bat withal, That 
if Mr. du Pleix would ratify, and undertake 
to fulfil, his Engagements, he would no 
longer make any Ditficulty of putting him 


in Poſſeſſion of it. 


This equal Mixture of Firmneſs and Mo- 


deration, at laſt had the defired Effect. 
Mr. du Pleix thought fit to promiſe all that 


was required of him, and even to ſpecify, 
that in January the Place ſhould be re-de- 


livered to the Inhabitants : And this great 


Point being thus carry'd, Mr. de la Bour- 
donnais proceeded to regulate the Conditions 


to be obſerved on both Sides; and having 
Farther procured a Counſellor of Pongiche- 
ry to be acknowledged Commandant of 


Madras 


( ag ) 
Madras for the Time being, embarked the 
23d on board the Achilles, which had but 
one Maſt ſtanding, and was the only Ship 
of his whole Fleet that the Storm had 
left in the Road. 


The Courſe he now ſteered was for Pon- 
dichery, where he expected to find the fix 
Ships mentioned above : But no ſooner had 
he finiſhed the Bufineſs of Madras, than 
Mr. du Pleix, to give him a new  Mortifi- 
cation it muſt be ſuppoſed, all of a ſudden, 
cauſed five of the ſaid Ships, viz. The Cen- 
taur, the Brillant, the Mars, the St. Louis, 
and the Lys, to put to Sea, with Orders to 
make for Actum. But no ſooner were the 
Commanders of them at Liberty, than, 
with one Conſent, they made the beſt of 
their Way to rejoin Mr. de la Bourdonnais, 
who was their proper Officer. At Sea 
they fell in with him, and by his Direc- 
tion accompanied him back to Pondicbe- 
ry; where, being aſſured by the Council of 
that Place, that they ſhould be able to 
freight four of his Ships with Merchandizes 
to Europe in January, he reſolved to leave 
the Brillant, the Mars, the Centaur, and 
the St. Louis, under the Orders of Mr. du 
Pleix, for that Service; after which he 
thought it adviſable to return to his own 
Government, 
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Government, which he did accordingly, 


with the Lys and the Sumatra: But on 


his Arrival there, found Mr. David had 
— appointed by the Company to ſucceed 


Having, therefore, no farther Commiſ- 
ſion or Authority in the Indies, he made 
Preparations for his Return to Europe; and 
when- he was on the Point of ſetting Sail, 
Mr, David gave him a new Order from the 
King to command the Six Ships that were 
to return with him : This he accepted of, but 
not over-willingly : On the 1 5th of April he 
left the Iſle of Bourbon; and in doubling the 
Cape of Good-Hope, met with another 
Storm, in which he loſt two of his Ships, 
and which obliged him to ſhelter the reſt 
on the Coaſt of Angola. 


Here growing apprehenſive that he might 


fall in with an Engliſb Squadron in his 


Way to Martinico, and being deſirous to 
preſerve his Wife and her four Infants 
from the Horrors and Dangers of an obſti- 
nate and bloody Fight, he hired a Portu- 
gueſe Veſſel to carry them to Rio Famero, 
there to take their Paſſage for Europe on 
board the Liſbon Fleet. And thus, pre- 
terring his Duty to every other Conſidera- 


tion, 
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tion, how dear and affecting ſoever, he a- 
bandoned his Family to the wide World, 
and continued his Courſe to Martinico, 
where he arrived in Safety, but in ſuch want 
of Victuals, Rigging, &c. that he found it 
impoſſible to proceed to Europe till he had 
a ſufficient Supply of both, and for which 


it was neceſſary to wait the Arrival of the 
French Fleet. 


. Conſidering, therefore, of what Impor- 
tance it was for him to haſten home, that he 
might give an Account of Mr. du Pleix's 
Conduct, with regard to Madras, by the 
Advice of the General and Intendant of 
Martinico he reſolved to leave his Ships 
there, and, for the more Security, to paſs 
over to St. Euſtatia, in order to take his 
Paſſage on board the firſt Dutch Ship 
that ſhould ſet fail for Europe. 


Unfortunately, however, the Day before 
he landed there, a Hurricane had deſtroyed 
no leſs than Thirty-eight Veſſels; and it 
required full ſeven Weeks to put the on- 
ly one which had eſcaped that dreadful 
Viſitation into failing Order. All, there- 
fore, that he could do in that Interval, 
was to demand the Protection of the Go- 

vernment, 
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vernment; which was granted, e 
with a Paſſport. 


At laſt, on the 15th of Nyvember, be 
ſet fail, and proceeded on his Voyage with- 
out any Interruption till he came. on the 
Coaſt of England, when falling in with an 
Eng liſb Ship, which gave them Notice of 


the Rupture between France and the States, 


the Dutch Maſter thought it adviſeable to 
run into Falmouth, in order to wait for 
Convoy, or, at leaft, till he ſhould reccive 


freth Orders from his Owners. 


By a very particular Fatality the News- 
Papers which had arrived by the Poſt that 
Day, contained a Parograph which ſigni- 
fied, That according to the Advices from 
Antigua, Mr. de la Bourdonnais was gone 
to St. Eu/tatia to take Shipping for Hol- 
land. When, therefore, it was known that 
a Dutch Ship from that Ifland was arrived 
at Falmouth, with a French Paſſenger on 
board, it was but a natural Concluſion that 
the faid Paſſenger was Mr. de la Baurdonnais. 


Accordingly, being diſcovered, he was 
made Priſoner by Capt. Bladwell, and Ad- 
vice having been ſent up to Court of what 
had happened, two Meſſengers were dil- 
patched 


697 
patched to bring him to London, where he 
was mind in Cuſtody eight Days. 


What Queſtions were put to him in, 
that Interval, and what Anſwers he re- 
turned; have not as yet tranſp ired : But we 
cannot help ſuppoſing, that he acquitted, 
himſelf like a Man of Honour; ſince hs, 
was allowed, upon the Iſſue, to return to 
France on his Parole, as a Priſoner of War; 
and while he ſtaid, was treated with all 
the Politeneſs imaginable, 


* Whether Mr. Du Phix or Mr. 4 Ja 
Baurdonnais had the moſt Reaſon, or the 
beſt Authority on their Side, cannot be de- 
termined without a Sight of their ſeveral. 
Commiſſions. But that the former of 
theſe Gentlemen has done the Engliſh Eaft- 
_ Company a very conſiderable Service 

n breaking the Capitulation, is out of all 

iſpute : For, in the firſt Place, the Value of 
the Ranſom which they were to have paid 
for Madras, is more than ſufficient to de- 
fray the Expences of re-taking it, and even 
of rendering it more tenable than it was be- 
fore : And, ſecondly, the faid Company will 
have ſo much the leſs Regret in diſburfing 
ſach a Sum in their own Service, than by 
| why of mes, the Enemy, as » 
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vernment; which was granted, together 
with a Paſſport. 


At laſt, on the 1 yth of N be 
ſet fail, and proceeded on his Voyage with- 
out any Fnterruption till he came. on the 
Coaſt of Englund, when falling in with an 
Eng liſb Ship, which gave them Notice of 


the Rupture between France and the States, 


the Dutch Maſter thought it adviſcable to 
run into Falmouth, in order to wait for 
Convoy, or, at leaft, till he ſhould reccive 


freſh Orders from his Owners. 


By a very particular Fatality the News- 
Papers which had arrived by the Poſt that 
Day, contained a Paragraph which ſigni- 
fied, That according to po Advices from 
Antigua, Mr. de la Bourdonnais was gone 
to St. Euſtatia to take Shipping for Hol- 
land. When, therefore, it was known that 
a Dutch Ship from that Ifland was arrived 
at Falmouth, with a French Paſſenger on 
board, it was but a natural Conclufion that 
the faid Paſſenger was Mr. de la Baurdonnais. 


Accordingly, being diſcovered, he was 
made Priſoner by Capt. Bladwell, and Ad- 
vice having been ſent up to Court of what 
had happened, two Meſſengers were dil- 

patched 
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patched to bring him to London, where he 
Was detaitn'd'3 in Cuſtody eight Days. 


| What Queſtions were put to him in, 
that Interval, and what Anſwers he re- 
turned; have not as yet tranſpired : But we 
cannot help ſuppoſing, that he acquitted, 
himſelf like a Man of Honour; fince he 
was allowed, upon the Iſſue, to return to 


France on bis Parole, as a Priſoner of War; 


and while he ſaid, was treated with AS 
the Politeneſs imaginable. 


8 Whether Mr. Du Pheix or Mr. # Ja 
Baurdonnais had the moſt Reaſon, or the 
beſt Authority on their Side, cannot be de- 
termined without a Sight of their ſeveral. 
But that the former of 
theſe Gentlemen has done the Engliſh Eat 
_ Company a very conſiderable Service 
n breaking the Capitulation, is out of all 
iſpute : For, in the firſt Place, the Value of 
the Ranſom which were to have paid 
for Madras, is more ſufficient to de- 
fray the Expences of re· taking it, and even 
of rendering it more tenable than it was be- 
fore: And, ſecondly, the ſaid Company will 
have ſo much the leſs Regret in diſburfing 
ſach a Sum in their own Service, than by 
* of Sms; the Enemy, as & 
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will be more for their Honour in the Indies; 
and as the ſame Force which enables them 
to recover Madras, may alſo enable them to 
pay a Viſit to Pondichery. 33 


It is, moreover, notorious, that the Miſ- 
underſtanding which happened between 
the two French Commandets, and the 
Storms which afterwards befel the French 
Ships, were equally favourable! to the 
Engliſh; for, if Madras had been evacu- 
ated, according to the Capitulation; if the 
French F orces, for the Sake of bolding the | 
Place, had not been divided, and had the ; 
faid Forces been augmented, as they might | 
have been, by the Junction of the Centaur, 
the Brillant and the Mars, they would: 
have been in a Condition to have cleared 
the Coaſt of every 'Enghi/h Ship; and to 
have ſerved every one X the Poliſh Face 
tories as * had ſerved Ae, | 


And this was, in Truth, Mr. he la Shes 4 
Air Plan, which he had concerted with 
all the Abilities he was Maſter of, and | in 
ame“ ee om 1 


But, abortive as it was rendered 4 iy the 

Miſcarriages and Misfortunes above recited, \ 

ye" "uy forming a * of ſuch Conſe- 
quence 
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quence, the daring, to carry it in Execu- 
tion, and the Sucech which waited on his 
firſt Attempt, are alone ſufficient to ſhew, 
that his Abilities were every Way equal to 
what he had -undertook ; for he had his 
Forces to ſeek, his Preparations to make, 
and little more than his own Credit and 
Induſtry to help him to either; his whole 
Strength confiſted of Merchant-Ships only ; 
and as to his Men, whether Officers or 
Soldiers, they were utter Strangers to all 
Diſcipline, .but what they were taught by 


him. 


Theſe are Truths, which at London ha ve 
been ſearched to the Bottom, which will 


be atteſted by the chief Perſons at Madras, 


and which have never failed to eſtabliſh 


his Reputation whereſoever they were 
known. | 


It remains ta be obſeryed, that bis Be- 


haviour to the Engliſh after he was in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Madras, was altogether as meri- 
torious as his Conduct and Gallantry in 
reducing it; for ſo ſtrict were his Orders, 
nd fo exactly was he obeyed, that not one 
le. Perſon was plundered while he con- 
inued Maſter of the Place ; which renders 
it ſo much the more aſtoniſhing, that all 

: C2. the 
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| he G hond bs fflled with Actounts 
of the Tnmcnſe. Treaſures which Be had 
brotight along with him, and that the 
Public ſhould (6 Euntetiance ſach a'Delu. 
ſion, though not the - 'Teaſt ' Circumſtance 
which could wart#ht any ſuch Accounts 


was found upon him, ot in the Veſſel' on 
board which he was taken. . 


Rich indeed be b: Bot hich * is in the 
Conſciouſnefs of havinz Filfilled his Duty 
to his Sovereign, of having been uſeful to 
his Country, and of havisg deſervd the 
N of. his very Enemies. 


You have here, Sir, all that 3 5 
able to learn concet Mr. d la Boitrdon- 
nals; what 1 have ſaid in Honour of him, 
1 believe to be due to him; and whether 
it will be fo received in France," where 
he is now, ** to, be oo own, Advocate, 
can wide known A Iſſue of his 
Cauſe, 


ow She 
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